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The Porcupine, Shalyaka, lizard, (Godha), rhinoceros
tortoise, and hare, may be eaten among the five-nailed
animals ; of animals possessed of only one pair of teeth,
the flesh of a camel may be eaten jpn the occasion of
a religious sacrifice. (18;

According to the Kdtyfyann ^utra, twenty-one posts of
various kinds of wood, each twenty-one feet long, are to be set
up to which the different animals are to be fastened, amounting
to three hundred and forty-nine, besides two hundred and sixty
wild animals, making altogether six hundred and nine. The text
in the Rigveda does not warrant such a multiplication of posts
and seems to say that a single post is intended. We wish to
conclude this paragarph with the observation that, the horse, the
victim in the sacrifice, must be possessed of thirty four ribs,
according to the text of the Rigveda> which run as Ckatustrins'ah
Vdjinv deva-bandhoyvamkriras'vasya svadkitih sameti, may the
axe fully penetrate the thirtyfour ribs which lie on both sides of
the swift goer, the beloved of the gods. (Rigveda, II Ashtaka.
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Such is the interpretation of the Sutrakaras, and of Ya&I:a,
Siyana, and Mahidhara. Wilson says that, "although some of the
expressions are obscure, and perhaps contradictory, yet it is un-
deniable that the hymn describes the actual sacrifice of a horse."

Another section of Sanskrit scholars, who hold that the Sarga of
the Vediac Rishis is Mongolia of our modern geography and
the Brahmarshi Des'a was a country whicl: was situated to the
north of modern Siberia along the Artio Sea, which was then
habitable, finds in Rik II of this Sukca, the first domestication
of the horse which was first found in Tartary (the Sarga of the
Vedas) and its employment to the service of man. "Yameii^dattam
Trita enamayunagindratn euani prathamo adhya-tishthat.
Gandharvo asya r&s*anftmagribhtiat surddasvam Vasabo
nirtishthat*

These two sets of opinion practically exhaust all in favour
of holding the actual sacrifice of a horse; or interprating the
term, A'sva in the usually acceptation of the term, (horse).